Issue 8/09, 3rd December 2009
120 Warren St, Wanaka - ph 03 4431181, fax: 03 4431153, mobile 0272799958

Kia ora koutou tamariki, matua, whanau ma,

This will be our last newsletter for the year. We have a busy couple of weeks ahead!
First date to note is our Christmas BBQ on Tuesday 15" December from 5pm.
For a gold coin donation, we will provide sausages, sauce, bread, fruit kebabs, juice,
bouncy castle and of course a special guest with a jolly personality. Please RSVP at the front desk to
assist the committee with catering requirements. BYO other drinks (alcohol is at your discretion).
Thank you to “THE PARTY FUN FACTORY” (Sienna’s family) for providing the bouncy castle.

The last excursion for the year is to EImslie House next Wednesday 9" December. This is a treasured time that we have
with the elderly residents singing songs and sharing morningtea. The chi |l dren have been pr
have probably heard them singing it at home. Thank you to Ewan’s mum (Moira), who has kindly offered some flowers to
make up some posies for the residents.

Boys and their Learning

No doubt you will have heard, and read much in the media lately, about how boys are falling behind girls in their learning.
As a teaching team we decided to be proactive in researching and addressing this issue by contracting David Spraggs to
present his thoughts and research. David is an Early Childhood Teacher with 25 years experience who specialises in
challenging boys and their learning. The teaching team forwent their Saturday to attend the workshop which challenged
and provoked much discussion! Many topics were discussed such as;

* boys learning style boys &their emotions * boys& testosterone *boys &literacy * boys &ICT *boys &thinking skills*

In the New Year one of the first changes parents are going to see teachers implement as a result of this workshop is a
review of the behaviour management policy in respect to the diverse approaches needed.

Therearec o pi e s aotes aldidabie inthardscopy and in disk format from the parent library however we thought
that in the coming newsletters we would share some of the research and thoughts from the day. The teaching teamis
happy to share some of their own thoughts from the day if you would like to know more in the meantime!

The weight of research seems to suggest that a fair proportion of boys prefer:

- Routine A
losed task. r A
- Closed tasks Thank you to Ryan’s parents,
- Kinaesthetic and tactile learning Mandy & Wayne, from Te Wanaka
- Multi sensory approaches to learning Lodge for making David's stay
- Analytical tasks pleasant. He was really impressed
- Practical hands on type activities with the big breakfast! J
- Shorter tasks \ J
Y

- Set simple clear rules, limits and messages about behaviour

!@ P + %] Next programme is on the 10" & 14™ December - 6.30 to 8.30.
are“'h"‘a +hr°°9h seParq fon To book ph or text Julie on 0276039931 or

AN INFORMATION PROGRAMME FOR PARENTS email: julesq@xtra.co.nz. Bookings essential.

i Tena Koutou Katoa from Jo McArthur, the CO Reap coordinator who is inviting you all to an informal gathering to discuss 1
: the current position and possible future directions and perception of Maori whanau in the Upper Clutha Area; :
i Are we where we want to be? - What, if any, can be worked on? - Where are the support networks for whanau? X
1 1
L

Thursday 10th December @ 7.30pm at the Plunket Rooms. Tea Coffee and biscuits/cake provided. PLEASE COME! !
................................................................................................. [}

KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER

at the Wanaka Districts Club

Saturday 12 ™ December.

Collect a flyer from the centre
for more information.

We will shortly be setting up a box in the foyer for any
donations of f 0od which can be forwarded to families
in need by Community N etworks. Any non -perishable
contributions appreciated.



mailto:julesq@xtra.co.nz

Our raised garden beds are growing well. Thank you to the following people for their support:
- Conal from Delta for the compost,
-Hei di & Geof f f rformheseel taigingriixt, adi ng Post"”
- Nick Roskruge, from the University of Education, for the Maori seed potatoes.
If anybody would like some seed potatoes just come and see Steph.
- Wayne, our chairperson, and Toby & Kaia’s dad, Dean, for their time to dig out the garden beds.
- And last but not least, to Steph and Mel from the team for organising all of this for the tamariki to enjoy.

The lost property will be cleared on our last day. Please check it regularly. ltems named are easily
returned. Unnamed and unclaimed items will be sent to Wanaka Primary school op shop.

Does anyone have p wdntdOus fromhhe kinghen hate gope miksing * 1
(Probably in the direction of the sandpit). It s a Icooktwithoue potd. Think youttau
Georgie's mum, Pip, for the electric frypan. The children can once again enjoy pikelets.

We have been advised that the last day for Wanaka primary school is Wednesday 16" December (two days before us),
therefore if your child will be absent on Thursday and Friday there will be no charge as long as we have been advised
in advance, as we will not be preparing a holiday notice just for these 2 days.

When we reopen for 2010 on Tuesday 19" January, if you plan for your child to be absent until primary school starts on

the 1% February, then please give us as much notice as possible. Note also that the new fees policy will start from this date.

To help plan around work commitments in 2010 the centre will be closed on the following dates:
Monday 22" March — Otago Anniversary

2" April to 9" April — Annual Easter Closedown

Monday 7" June — Queens birthday

Tuesday 8" June — Proposed teachers only day (to be confirmed with the local primary schools)
Monday 25" October — Labour day

Friday 17" December—AB’ s | a st —doaeptluhchtime 2 010 .

This information hasalsobeen recorded on our <calendar s.

orders not being completed before Christmas. Thank you to the families who have already ordered.

We still requiresome kind family to care for Ruby during the holidays? One
requirement would be a secure yard

Message fromJen and KylietHead Teachers:

On behalf of our team we would like to thank everyone for their support and involvement over the year. We have enjoyed
many family and community events in particular the disco, hangi and mucking in day. We look forward to catching up with
you all at the BBQ. Your participation during 2009 is hugely appreciated and we look forward to another successful year in
2010. The whanau boards are looking great but we would appreciate a photo from every family. Please bring in a photo
or email aspiringteachers@xtra.co.nz. Many thanks again.

Message fromPauline& Jane from the office:
With reference to the new fees policy there is a strong focus on communication. We acknowledge that it is important for
the office to be easy to contact and that sometimes our main telephone line is busy. Although you can leave a message on
the Telecom 24hour call minder facility it doesn’t always advise us immediately that a message is waiting. If you need to
speak to us urgently, try our other line - 4431174 or text us on the centres Telecom mobile phone no —0272799958.
Bear with us qatsasquiekly @ thalY’ genertitionx Fbr your convenience the mobile number will now
appear on all invoices. During the holidays the call minder facility will be available to leave messages but we will not be able
to action any requests until we reopen.

Meri kirihimete ki a koe me te whnnau (Merry Christmas to you and your family)
The Aspiring Beginnings team
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